Postoperative hyponatremia in a patient with ACTH-producing Merkel cell carcinoma.
Merkel cell carcinoma is characterized by specific neuroendocrine features and the expression of several neuropeptides. We report a case of Merkel cell carcinoma with post-surgical hyponatremia in an 85-year-old Japanese woman. A tumor on the left cheek histopathologically showed the characteristics of Merkel cell carcinoma together with Bowen's disease. Although an increased level of ACTH was found both in the tumor and in the peripheral blood, the postoperative hyponatremia in our patient seems more likely to have been caused by the stress of the operation and indapamide, considering that the ACTH level in the tumor was much lower than those in other ectopic ACTH-producing tumors in previous reports.